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rear. The apprehension that matters might day take
this shape was heightened by the excessive idea which
King George V entertained of his own mission and that
of his dynasty. One is not every day in a position to
remedy a perilous situation of the kind, and the statesman
who is placed by circumstances in a position to do so, and
does not avail himself of it, takes a great responsibility
upon himself; for international policy and the right of
the German nation to live and breathe an a nation undi-
vided cannot be judged according to principles of private
right The King of Hanover sent to Ntkulsburg, by an
aide-de-camp, a letter to the King, which I begged hit
Majesty not to receive, for we had to keep in our eye the
point of view, not of good fellowship* but of politic**; and
the independence of Hanover, with the power of leading
its troops into the field for or against Prussia according
to the judgment of the Sovereign of the day* placed at
its disposal by international law, was incompatible with
-carrying out German unity. The durability of treaties
alone* without the guarantee of adequate power at home
under the lead of the Prince, never sufficed to secure for
the German nation peace and unity in the Ktnpire.

I succeeded in getting the King away from the idea
of treating with Hanover and Hesse on the basis of the
dismemberment of these lands, and of confederation with
their former sovereigns as partial princes of a residue. If
the Elector had retained Fukla and Hanau, and George
V Kalcnburg and LUneburg with the prospect of
sion In Brunswick, neither the Hanoverians and Hessians,
nor the two Princes themselves, would have been con-
tented members of the North German Confederation,

This plan would have given us discontented confedera-
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